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Biographical Sketch 

Harold LeClair Ickes (1874-1952) was an American administrator and politician. He 

served as the Secretary of the Interior in the cabinets of President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt, from 1933 to 1945, and President Harry S. Truman, from 1945 to 1946. Ickes 

was the longest tenured Secretary of the Interior in American history. 

Ickes was born in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, but moved to Chicago after the death of 

his mother when he was 16 years old. He eventually attended the University of Chicago, 

graduating with a BA in 1897. He initially worked as a newspaper reporter for The 

Chicago Record and the Chicago Tribune before graduating from the University of 

Chicago Law School in 1907.  

During the Roosevelt presidency, Ickes major responsibility was the creation and 

administration of the Public Works Administration, a massive New Deal construction 

program which led to the building of the Triborough Bridge in New York City, the 

Lincoln Tunnel, connecting New York and New Jersey, the Grand Coulee Dam in 

Washington, and the Key West Highway in Florida, among other projects.  

In the course of his duties as Secretary of the Interior, Ickes also contributed to many 

policy debates on different issues, and enjoyed a close relationship with President 

Roosevelt. Ickes resigned his post after a disagreement with President Harry S. Truman 

in 1946. Ickes used this time to edit and publish his diary and write a magazine column 

on American politics. Ickes died on February 3, 1952, aged 77, in Washington, D.C.  

 

 

Scope and Content Note 

The Harold L. Ickes Diary contains a typescript of the secretary’s diary during a 

significant portion of his time as Secretary of the Interior. The diary covers the period 



from March 5, 1933 to December 31, 1939, spread over 29 volumes. Drew University 

Library holds all of the volumes except for those relating to the period December 25, 

1937 to September 2, 1939. This diary portrays the professional, political, and personal 

aspects of Harold L. Ickes’ life during his time as Secretary of the Interior for the 

Franklin D. Roosevelt administration within the time frame listed above. The diary 

contains edits to the typescript in pencil at various points. The diary was eventually 

published as a three volume set, The Secret Diary of Harold L. Ickes, during 1953-54.   
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Volume 1, 1933 March 5-June 8, p. 1-145 
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