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Lee Hall: Early Works on Paper

August 5, 2024 — August 22, 2025

We are pleased to announce a special exhibition in Mead Hall, Lee Hall: Early Works on Paper,
curated by Jason Karolak and Kimberly Rhodes, on view August 5, 2024 through August 22,
2025. The exhibition includes twelve rare, early works on paper by the artist installed within the
historical context of Mead Hall. The space is open for viewing Monday through Friday 9-5 pm,
and by appointment.

Lee Hall (1934-2017) joined and was appointed chair of the art department at Drew University in
1965, having earned a BFA from the Woman’s College of the University of North Carolina, in
Greensboro (now the University of North Carolina at Greensboro) in 1955, a master’s degree in
art education from New York University in 1959, and a doctorate in creative arts from NYU in
1965. She taught at SUNY Potsdam, Keuka College in Keuka, N.Y. and Winthrop College in
Rock Hill, S.C. before taking the helm at Drew. Hall was appointed the first female President of
the Rhode Island School of Design in 1975 and served in that capacity until 1983.

Hall spent nine years at Drew, piloting the New York Semester on Contemporary Art, one of the
University’s signature programs, in 1967. Drawing from her experience as an abstract painter
and her numerous contacts in the thriving New York art world, Hall followed the lead of the
pioneering Semester on the United Nations at Drew to create a unique experiential learning
program for undergraduates studying art and art history. She also assembled an advisory board
for the program composed of such art world luminaries as critic Harold Rosenberg, artist Elaine
de Kooning, Betty Parsons Gallery director Jock Truman, Museum of Modern Art curator Alicia
Legg, and Whitney Museum of American Art director Lloyd Goodrich. More than fifty years
later, Art Semester students still travel to New York City twice a week every fall to view
contemporary art in museums and galleries, visit working artists in their studios, and meet art
critics, dealers, and curators.

During her tenure at Drew, Hall exhibited her abstract paintings at the esteemed Betty Parsons
Gallery in New York City. The works on view here are typical of the intentionally awkward
compositional motifs, sensitive tonal palette, and evocative use of references to nature of her
paintings, rendered on a more intimate scale in pastel, ink, and oil. These works on paper are
presumed to have been made while, or even before, Hall worked at Drew and have never been
publicly shown. The Drew Art Collection also includes paintings and additional works on paper
by Hall together with a plethora of archival materials related to this early part of her career.

Special thanks to Matthew Beland, University Archivist and Nicholas des Cognets, Visual Arts
Technician who assisted on this project. For more information please email Visual Arts
Coordinator Jason Karolak at jkarolak@drew.edu or Professor of Art History Kimberly Rhodes
at krhodes@drew.edu.



