THESIS AND ORGANIZATION WORKSHOP
 
	Your name:
 
Your partner’s name:


 
Thesis Statements

The thesis statement is critical to any essay because it allows readers to understand the major arguments being discussed within the paper. “A thesis statement defines the scope and purpose of the paper. It needs to meet three criteria:
1.     It must be arguable rather than a statement of fact. It should also say something original about the topic.
2.     It must be limited enough so that the paper develops in some depth.
3.     It must be unified so that the paper does not stray from the topic.
 
The following activity will allow you do assess the effectiveness of your own thesis statement.
 
Step 1: In the box below, summarize the argument you intend to make in your paper
 
	 
 


 
 
Step 2: Now paste your thesis statement (which can be more than one sentence) into the box below:
 
	 
 


 
 
Step 3: Read your conclusion and then the box below, summarize the main points you make in it
 
	 
 


 
Step 4: NOW WORK WITH YOUR PARTN	ER. Discuss whether your current thesis statement or your conclusion better suggests your major argument. Comment below, then discuss how/if you will change your thesis:
 
	 
 


 
 
 

Topic Statements
  
Topic sentences are key to inform readers of the major ideas you are presenting in each paragraph. “Good topic sentences can improve an essay's readability and organization. They usually meet the following criteria:
1. First sentence. A topic sentence is usually the first sentence of the paragraph, not the last sentence of the previous paragraph.
2. Link to thesis. Topic sentences use keywords or phrases from the thesis to indicate which part of the thesis will be discussed.
3. Introduce the subject of the paragraph. They tell the reader what concept will be discussed and provide an introduction to the paragraph.
4. Link to the previous paragraph. They link the subject of the present paragraph to that of the previous paragraph.
5. Indicate the progression of the essay. Topic sentences may also signal to the reader where the essay has been and where it is headed through signposting words such as "first," "second," or "finally."
 
In the following activity you will work with a partner to analyze his or her topic sentences
 
Step 1: Paste the following sentences of your partner’s essay into the boxes below
 
Thesis:
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Topic Sentence 1:
 
	 
 


 
Topic Sentence 2:
 
	 
 


 
Topic Sentence 3:
 
	 
 


 
Topic Sentence 4:
 
	 
 


 
Copy and add boxes as necessary!
 

First Sentence of Conclusion:
 
	 
 





 
Step 2: Now look at these sentences and comment below on the structure and whether the argument flows:
 
 
	 
 


 
 
Step 3: Read your partner’s first body paragraph:
 
Summarize the paragraph:
 
	 
 


 
Paste the topic sentence from that paragraph:
 
	 
 


 
Step 4: Discuss with your partner potential changes and then describe below what you plan to do as you revise your paper:
 
 
	 
 


 
 

